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was among the founders of Marx's International Workingmen's Association (or First International, 1864) but soon broke finally with Marx (there had been sharp disagreements between them on numerous previous occasions) and was expelled from the organization in 1872. Four years later he died in Berne on the morrow of his last futile attempt to raise the banner of social revolution in Italy. In his earlier career Bakunin was the proponent of a federation of Slavic nations and at times exhibited Slavophile tendencies. He lives in history, however, as the father of revolutionary anarchism based on Proud-hon's negation of the state which Bakunin pushed to its extreme logical conclusion and which he combined with the Marxian idea of collective ownership. His teaching, for all its oversimplification, inconsistencies, and obscurities, attracted a devout following, \vhile the commanding figure of the great rebel inflamed the imagination of those who were not satisfied with mere theories but craved action.
Among these restless minds was the low-born schoolteacher and student in the University of St. Petersburg Serge Nechaev (1847-1883), a disciple and for a time a friend of Bakunin, whom he met in Switzerland. Nechaev was the first Russian revolutionary to outline a detailed matter-of-fact program for the organization of the revolutionary party and to formulate the principle of political terror (1869); attached to this program was a set of forbidding, austere rules of personal conduct which every member of the party was requested to follow.15 Fanatically devoted to the cause, Nechaev believed that the end justifies the means. To build himself up as a leader he used the crudest artifices, such as spreading of news concerning his sham arrests, escapes, and even death, and when he carne to doubt the blind obedience of his associate and fellow student Ivan Ivanov, he decreed and carried out his murder (November, 1869). This gruesome affair, portrayed in Dostoevsky's novel The Devils, led to Nechaev's extradition by Switzerland, where he had taken refuge, and to his trial. In court Nechaev behaved with unconcern and arrogance. The remaining years of his life were spent in the fortress of Peter and Paul; from his cell, however, he established regular contacts with his associates, directed terroristic activities, and devised fanciful schemes for popular uprisings which were to be provoked by specious imperial manifestoes.
15 There is some uncertainty whether this document was written by Bakunin or Nechaev, but there is no question that Nechaev subscribed to the views it expressed.